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                                                             INTRODUCTION

   In the past several decades, much has been written about various religious groups, but 
very little has appeared concerning William Branham's life and teachings and the following 
he has drawn.

   Although little has been written about the Branhamites, they are an active movement 
which many people do not even know exist, and a large majority of those who do are 
uninformed about the nature of Branhamism.

   The purpose of this book is two-fold. The first purpose is to expose Branham's teaching in
comparison with the major doctrines of the Bible. What did he teach concerning, God, the 
Trinity, the origin of sin, baptism, and the end result of Satan and hell? What about the 
predictions he made concerning the second coming of Jesus Christ, and his personal claim 
to being a prophet of God with added revelation? The second purpose is to compare the 
writings of Branham with Scripture in order to come to biblical conclusions concerning the 
“message” he taught.

   My prayer is that after reading this book, you will be encouraged to search the Scriptures
and to allow the Spirit of God to saturate your heart, mind and soul with the Word of God, 
so that you will be able to rightly divide the word of truth.  

   Branhamism is a growing religious movement that was founded by William Marrion 
Branham in the United States in the early 1900's. It has spread to more than 40 countries 
such as Canada, Switzerland, Germany, and South Africa. Branhamism has influenced 
virtually every state as well as the Canadian Prairies, including a number of groups in 
Saskatchewan. “They gather in small groups to study the few books he wrote and listen to 
primitively recorded tapes of his sermon.”1

    William Branham was no ordinary preacher. Many devout followers believe that he was a 
man sent from God who “claimed to be the prophet for this dispensation (presumed to be 
the Laodicean Age), the voice of Revelations' seventh messenger.”2

    Branham claimed to be “...a prophet messenger to the twentieth century to fore-run the 
second coming of Jesus Christ.”3  He would supposedly come with the spirit of Elijah and 
his message would “turn the heart of the children to their fathers.”4
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                                                                              Chapter One

                 THE PERSONAL LIFE OF WILLIAM BRANHAM

BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD

   William Marrion Branham was born April 6, 1909, on a farm near Berksville, Kentucky, 
U.S.A. At the time of his birth, his mother was fifteen years of age and his father was 
eighteen. Something unusual happened the day he was born. A few rays of light shone into 
the room, and a halo, one foot in diameter, appeared above the mother and the baby. As a 
result of the incident, his mother took him to a Baptist church in the community. This was 
the first and last time he went to church for many years. When William Branham was quite 
young, his parents moved to a farm near Jeffersonville, Indiana, where “his early life was 
marked by tragedy, poverty and misunderstanding.”5    

HIS ADULT YEARS

   Branham began preaching while he was in his early twenties, and people were baptized 
at his first meeting. Pearry Green, a prominent follower of Branham, believed that when 
Branham began to preach and build his church, the Word of God was being revealed by 
way of “open visions”. Supposedly, God was to have visited the people of this generation 
through a prophet, like men in the Scriptures who were chosen from their mother's wombs.

   At the age of twenty-five, William Branham met a twenty-year-old woman, Hope Brum-
back, and married her on June 22, 1934. They were married only a short while when they 
encountered some Pentecostal people and the gifts of the Spirit. While at a Pentecostal 
meeting, Branham saw something he had never seen in his Baptist background. He saw the
gifts of the Spirit manifested. It was during his involvement with the Pentecostal people 
that he was presumably presented with an enigma involving speaking in tongues and 
interpretation. A little more than a year after his marriage, Branham became the father of a
baby boy, Billy Paul, born on September 13, 1935. A year later, the Branhams received 
another addition to their family: a baby girl named Sharon Rose, who was born on October 
27, 1936.

   Although Branham and his wife had a good marriage, it soon came to an end. On July 22, 
1937, he was called to the bedside of his wife who was dying of tuberculosis.8  The very 
same day that Branham's wife died, his daughter Sharon became ill and was rushed to the 
hospital, having a highly contagious spinal disease. Little Sharon died the night of her 
mother's funeral, and was buried the following Monday in the same grave. Branham at this 
time experienced extreme sorrow to the point of despair and thought about committing 
suicide.9  

   At this time, his little boy was not quite two years old, and for the next four years, 
Branham did most of the parenting. Before her death, Branham's wife had been aided in 
her domestic work and in the care of their children by a young neighbour girl, Meda Broy. 
The girl continued to care for Branham's son after the loss of his wife and daughter.10  

   Four years later, Branham claimed that God had told him, in no uncertain terms, to marry
her.  So, on October 23, 1941, William Branham at the age of thirty-two, married Meda 
Broy, who was twenty-two. She gave birth to three children, Rebekah, Sarah and Joseph. 
The last two were born after doctors supposedly told her that she would not be able to have
any more children.11  

   Throughout the writings of William Branham, the idea that continuously comes through is
that of mysterious happenings.

   During his ministry, Branham held numerous healing campaigns. He claimed that he saw 
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visions and received angelic visits. Furthermore, he set himself up as a prophet from God 
with added revelation. Many people fell for his type of ministry because it appealed to 
those with physical ailments and who were looking for relief from present realities.

   Bob Larson, in commenting on Branham's ministry, stated:

              “During the forties, Branham held large healing campaigns during which 
                thousands experienced miraculous cures. Those who knew Branham 
                intimately claimed he was a humble, self-effacing, withdrawn man who, in
                spite of an unlearned background, had a remarkable sense of spiritual 
                understanding. Was he a person who started out sincerely, but later 
                succumbed to doctrinal error because he lacked adequate theological train-
                ing? Were his visions and angelic visitations of godly origin, or was he 
                cleverly deceived by Satan?”12    

   William Branham was in a car accident near Freona, Texas, on December 18, 1965, and 
died six days later on December 24. Pearry Green, a notable follower of Branham, was at 
the hospital when the funeral director arrived and took the body away. Green sought to stay
close to Branham's body while it was being moved, expecting the so-called prophet at any 
moment to whisper to him “Brother Green, get me out of here!”13   

   The decision as to where Branham should be buried awaited the recovery of his wife, who
had received a brain concussion in the accident. She later decided that the burial should be
in Jeffersonville. William Branham was embalmed and preservatory fluid was injected 
through his circulatory system with hopes of preserving him.14   

   Pearry Green took precautions to safeguard the body of Branham, asking the funeral 
director to lock it in a separate room during the time that he had to leave the funeral home.
Green stated, “Truthfully, I did not expect Brother Branham to be there when I returned.”15 
In other words, Green expected Branham to rise from the dead before he was buried. 
However, this did not occur.

   The body was flown to Jeffersonville, but during a stop-off in St. Louis, the body was 
wheeled to a warehouse. Green stated, “It was in this warehouse that I was to take up a 
vigil of six hours, with my ear pressed to the casket. Each moment, I expected to hear the 
prophet say, 'Brother Green, get me out of here.'”16   

   After the funeral service on December 29, 1965, Branham's casket was locked and 
consigned to a private room upstairs in the funeral home to await the decision of 
Branham's wife concerning his burial place. It was not until April 11, 1966, after his wife's 
recovery from the accident, that Branham was finally buried.17  

   Apparently many people went to the cemetery expecting Branham to rise from the dead, 
but to no avail.

   Branham was then, and still is believed to be, a prophet sent from God with a special 
message from the Lord through revelations and visions. Although Branham has passed 
from the scene, his writings and tapes are still influential in drawing people into this 
movement.

           “To question his theology is not to suggest his conversion was false or that 
            all he did was in error. Even if God did confer spiritual gifts upon the life
            of William Branham, his current followers seem to have forgotten Paul's 
            warning in I Corinthians. Christians are not carnally to adulate men, no
            matter how dynamic or charismatic they may be. It is God who gives the
            increase and He alone deserves total devotion.”18   

   The written documents that Branham left behind must be evaluated in the light of 
Scripture. Such an evaluation forms the basis for the following material.
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                                                       Chapter Two

                      PERSONAL CLAIMS OF BRANHAM     

HEARD AUDIBLE VOICE OF GOD

   During his life and ministry, William Branham made a number of personal claims. The 
first claim was that he heard the audible voice of God. Julius Stadsklev mentions, “The first 
time God spoke audibly to William Branham was when he was about seven years old. He 
had just enrolled in a rural school a few miles north of Jeffersonville, Indiana.”19 He wanted 
to go fishing with his friends, but his father told him to carry water instead. As he did so, he
stopped under a tree to rest and heard the sound of wind blowing in the leaves. Then he 
heard a voice from the tree saying, “Never drink, smoke or defile your body in any way, for 
I have a work for you to do when you get older.” He was frightened when he came back to 
the house; his mother thought that he was suffering from shock and put him to bed.20       

   Stadsklev, a follower, said concerning Branham:

          “At the age of fourteen he was out hunting and had an accident which caused
           him to be hospitalized for seven months. At this time the voice came back to 
           him many times, but he was afraid of it as his mother had warned him of spirit-
           ualism and evil spirits. Because he was afraid of this voice he always refused to    
           listen and refused to respond. But God dealt with him during those months while 
           he was in the hospital, even though all this time he rejected and refused to listen
           to God.”21              

   As a young man, William Branham went from church to church to find people who would 
help him contact God. He became acquainted with a Baptist pastor who was a blessing to 
him in his early Christian life.

          “One of the first things he realized was that God wanted him in the ministry 
           and therefore would have to heal him. He went to a church that believed in 
           anointing with oil and after prayer was healed instantly. Realizing that the
           disciples had something modern ministers did not have, he asked God to give 
           him what the early disciples had .... He began to pray for the baptism of the
           Holy Ghost. About six months later when he received the baptism, God spoke
           to him telling him to preach the Word and pray for the sick.”22   

   The claim that the voice that Branham heard as a child, was of God, must be carefully 
considered. One must go to the Scriptures and evaluate Branham's life and ministry by the 
fruit he bore. Jesus said in Matthew 7:15,16, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their 
fruits.”   

   A careful analysis of Branham's ministry soon reveals the origin of his “calling”. The 
symptoms that characterized Branham were those of seeing and hearing things that did not
exist, or an extreme case of schizophrenia, i.e. “mental disorder marked by loss of contact 
with reality, personality disintegration, and often hallucination.”23 More than anything, 
Branham's ministry was marked by characteristics of demonic influence and activity.

   Pearry Green believed that Branham's ministry was of God. He explained that Branham 
“as a teenager ... once went to a carnival, and there a fortune teller, an astrologer, walked 
up to him and said,  'Young man, did you know that there is a sign following you?'” Green 
further asserted that “the evil spirits could recognize that there was something different 
about Brother Branham before the religious people of the world would admit it”24      

   On June 11, 1933, William Branham was baptizing followers in the Ohio River when a 
strange light came whirling down from above and appeared over his head. He then 
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supposedly received seven major visions. Stepping out in faith, he began to build a church, 
believing that it was God's direction “to invade the world of organized religion”, even 
though many saw him as nothing but a self-willed young preacher.         

          “In spite of their proclamations that what he was hearing was 'of the devil', 
           and their dour predictions that 'within a year it will be a garage', he moved 
           ahead anyway, confident that this was the same voice that had spoken un-
           failingly to him since his early childhood.”25       

   The Scriptures leave no room for doubt that regardless of what voice one hears, what 
vision one sees, or the experiences that a person has, they must be tested by the Word of 
God. The Bible says in I John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

AN ANGEL APPEARS

   Another claim that William Branham made was that an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in person on May 7, 1946. “He heard footsteps and there approached unto him a man of 
large stature, perhaps 200 pounds in weight, dark of complexion, with shoulder-length 
hair.”26 This experience frightened Branham.

This angel claimed to be the one who had audibly spoken to him many times since 
childhood. The heavenly messenger apparently told him that the coming of Christ was near 
and “I am sent from the presence of Almighty God to tell you ... that God has sent you to 
take a gift of healing to the peoples of the world.”27    

   The angel gave Branham two signs that would serve to raise the faith of thousands. The 
first sign was:

           “He would be able to detect and diagnose all diseases and afflictions; that
            when the gift was operating, by taking the right hand of the patient he 
            would feel various physical vibrations or pulsations which would indicate
            to him the various diseases from which each patient was suffering ... The
            second sign: The Angel told him that the anointing would cause him to see
            and enable him to tell the sufferers many of the events of their lives from their
            childhood down to the present time. He even tells some their thoughts while 
            they are coming to the platform or before they came to the meeting.”28       

   William Branham sought to put into practice the signs that the angel supposedly gave 
him. He travelled widely with his healing campaigns. While Branham was practising his 
“gift of healing”, “the presence of a disease would set off vibrations causing his hand to 
swell. Sometimes he would see a fiery ball dance about the room and then hover over those
upon whom he would pronounce healing”. Evangelist Bob Larson was present at a 
Branham meeting in 1965 at which the fiery ball was claimed to have appeared. Many of 
those in the audience accepted Branham's explanation without question, even though there
was no visible evidence of it.29   

   Kurt Koch, in commenting on Branham's ministry, states that often after his meetings, 
Branham would be completely exhausted. This was not true of Christ and His disciples 
after they had been engaged in healing people. In this respect, Branham's behaviour was 
that of an exhausted mesmerizer (one who acts as a hypnotist). Furthermore, Koch 
questioned the fact of Branham's healing ministry because it was disrupted when 
Christians prayed at his meetings.

          “Once he said at a meeting that there was something hindering the proceed- 
           ings, when unknown to him there were some Christians scattered among the
           congregation who were praying, and asking God to make His will known to
           them. ... The conclusion that one is forced to draw from the evidence that we
           have listed here is that Branham is occultly subjected. He has mediumistic 
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abilities. When he became a Christian in his early years he must have
           dragged these abilities into his Christian life. Today both he and his followers
           mistake these abilities for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and so the effect of 
           his ministry is to divide and to confuse Christians. Therefore one is to be
           warned of his ministry. It is significant that Billy Graham and others like him
           have disassociated themselves from Branham and his movement.”30   

   In 1947, he held a meeting in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, attracting great crowds
of people. Rev. Alfred Pohl, who firmly believed in Branham's ministry at the time, 
encouraged people to come from long distances to be healed. The church where the 
meetings were held was adjacent to the Bible School where Pohl was a teacher. Alfred Pohl 
was responsible to help those who were on stretchers, and unable to attend the meetings, 
into the dormitory. Branham, at the conclusion of his meetings, would be led into these 
dormitories by Pohl, to pray for the sick and heal them. It was a time when Pohl could 
closely observe Branham's ministry.31 He explains:

          “A common practice of Mr. Branham was to take the hand of the sick person, 
           and then say something like this, 'The vibrations in your hand tell me that 
           you have cancer. But I will pray for you that the Lord will heal you.' When 
           he had prayed, he would say something like this, 'The vibrations are gone; 
           the cancer is dead. You are healed! But you will be very sick for about three
           days till your body throws off the dead cancerous tissue. But don't worry;
           you are healed. Just trust the Lord.'”32    

   In Branham's campaign in Saskatoon, apparent healing was experienced day after day 
with much rejoicing, and people responded with large financial gifts, some far beyond their
means, only to be let down after the “healer” and his party were gone. Pohl explains:

           “Then we began to see the results being tested by time. It was a difficult time
             for us, and particularly for me. For one by one, these that I had personally
             seen “healed” and declared so by the “healer”, died. Our faith was severely
             tested .... the first weeks following the campaign we received one report after
            another of people whose healing had not lasted. Either they were back to
             their original condition or had died.”33   

   Consequently, the signs that should have served to raise the faith of thousands were 
reversed. They only put doubt in the minds of many concerning the force that was 
operating through Branham. They had been misled to think that they were being healed 
when, in reality, they were not.

   Pohl affirms that what can be deceiving is to think that you saw a great number healed.  
By being “caught up in the excitement and spirit of the meeting, you can easily be misled.” 
He had the privilege of observing the Saskatoon meetings from the inside. This opened his 
eyes concerning the truth about Branham in that “people in the audience thought that they 
saw a miracle when it was not so at all.”34    

   One thing Branham's followers have failed to realize is the truth about his healing 
ministry. Gordon Lindsay, in his book William Branham, a Man Sent from God, wrote 
concerning the healing campaign in Saskatoon. Lindsay quoted the August 2, 1947, issue of
the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, where on one evening, 800 people had gathered to witness 
“healing through faith” and some testified to their healing. However, Lindsay never goes 
any further in explaining what happened to those who supposedly were healed. After 
Branham and his party were gone, many people returned again to their original condition, 
or died. This is one fact that Branham's followers do not read about in books written by 
Branham and his associates. Unfortunately, they fail to get a complete picture of who 
William Bran-ham really was; he was not a man sent from God with a healing ministry.35   

   The Scriptures give very clear instructions on healing as found in James 5:13-16. In 
verses 14-15a, the Scriptures declare “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the 
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elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick.” Furthermore, in verse 16 it says, “The 
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

   I have personally experienced God's healing when anointing oil was applied and a prayer 
of faith was offered to God by a righteous man. My healing did not depend on whether I 
continued to believe in the healing act. When the Lord heals, one does not return to the 
original sick and afflicted state a few days later. The Scriptures give no indication that 
when Jesus and the early apostles ministered, that those who they healed ever returned to 
their original condition. When the Lord pronounced them healed, it was so. The healing I 
experienced a few years ago was complete. In spite of doubts of whether it would last, my 
only option was to go back to Scripture knowing assuredly that I was healed, with no 
reoccurance.

   William Branham's “healing” was the work of a man under satanic influence and not a 
ministry of healing from God.

   Kurt Koch mentions that faith healers such as Tommy Hicks, Harry Edwards, T.L. Osborn 
and William Branham are hard to evaluate, and this has caused doubt as to the forces 
operating behind them. These men have all held mass meetings and called people to come 
forward to be healed.36   

   However, the one that has posed the most problems is William Branham. Kurt Koch states
that Branham:

           “...Not only exhibits abilities of fortune-telling, mesmerism, and magic, but he
            also has certain Christian characteristics. His whole work is hidden behind a 
            screen of Christian words and phrases. Both his parents believed in fortune-
            telling, and he was burdened through occultism at an early age. He once told 
            an audience in Karlsruhe that he had had visionary experiences since child-
            hood. I was there at the actual time he said this. My comment is that the gifts
            of the Spirit are not imparted to a person at birth, but they rather receive them
            after their spiritual rebirth.”37    

   Branham's ministry was that of fortune-telling rather than a gift of healing from God. If 
William Branham would have heeded his mother's warnings concerning spiritism and evil 
spirits, he would not have been so deceived by demonic powers. He was obviously 
influenced by demons in these cultic practices. He, of course, thought they were of God. 
Unfortunately, he deceived many by setting forth his errors as gospel truth due to the 
supposed personal visit of an angel that he received. 

   The apostle Paul made it very clear that there is only one true gospel, and if even an 
angel from heaven would preach otherwise, let him be accursed. Paul repeated this fact in 
Galatians 1:8,9. In verse 8, he says, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you then what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” This is a 
precise description of William's angelic visitor, who preached a different gospel than the 
truth. Branham, being deceived himself, sought to get a following of deceived people who 
would easily accept a different gospel.

   One evening, just before a meeting, Branham told his interpreter, “Don't stand to the 
right of me because my angel stands there.” Branham described the angel as a well-built 
man, dark hair and with folded arms. The angel supposedly stood next to Branham, and 
what the angel said, he had to obey. Branham said that the angel was with him day and 
night and without him he had no authority in his preaching. In fact, he could not even 
decide things in his own private life. In his healing, Branham was always told by the angel 
who to heal and who not to. Once an interpreter asked Branham, “Do you think your power 
to heal people comes from the Holy Spirit?” “No, Branham replied, “my angel does it.” Kurt
Koch confirms “the fact that Branham's angel was a spiritistic rather than a divine angel.” 
He relates a story about a woman whose brother-in-law, in spite of being a minister, was 
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involved in occultism, spiritistic meetings and magic. When Branham first was introduced 
to him, Branham spontaneously said, “You look exactly like the angel which appears to me 
every day.” The weird, spiritistic minister frightened Christians who knew him.38   

   Not to question his conversion . . . Branham, as a child, was warned of spiritism and evil 
spirits. However, he may well have carried that kind of a spirit into his “Christian life”. 
Branham's ministry was not a gift of healing from God, but rather a deceptive ministry 
through the work of demonic forces. 

ADDED REVELATION

   The third claim that William Branham held to was that he received direct, divine 
revelations from God. He firmly believed that this was not adding to the Scriptures; it was a
part of Scripture only now being revealed. After quoting Revelation 22:18b, which states 
that “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in 
this book”, William Branham sought to justify his added revelations by asserting the fol-
lowing:

           “How then can any man add unto this book? Surely if he hears and writes
             the voices of the thunders, he will be adding to this book. NOT SO. For
             the voices of the thunders are SEVEN and since one CANNOT ADD, it is 
            apparent that what the thunders said, are ALREADY contained in the Word
            but have remained as seven mysteries to us through the ages. And that is 
            exactly what it all means. Is it not so that a PROPHET reveals and APPLIES 
            the WORD to the people?”39   

   A number of his messages have been recorded on tape and the so-called prophet strongly
emphasized that : “YOU BE SURE TO SAY JUST WHAT THE TAPE SAYS! . . . JUST LEAVE 
IT THE WAY IT IS! . . . THAT'S THE WAY WE WANT THE BIBLE . . . DON'T PUT YOUR 
OWN INTERPRETATION TO IT! IT'S ALREADY INTERPRETED!”40    

   Basically, what Branham was doing was brainwashing people to believe that what he 
taught was truth, when in reality he was opposing Scripture rather than interpreting it. 
Above all, he told his followers not to misinterpret his words which he had actually already 
distorted from Scripture. He further promoted his errors by saying, “And don't add to it or 
take away from it; just do it the way I say it (see?) . . . and just leave it go like that. All 
right.”41   

   Ewald Frank, a follower of Branhamism, declares:

           “It must be said that the end-time message is one-hundred percent in line 
            with the Bible. If somebody takes that which Bro. Branham has said, and 
            places it on a different level than the Bible, such a person will miss the mark.
            Everyone, who has received enough of the grace of God to take that which was
            taught, and verify it from the Bible, will have a balance in the Scripture. The
            end-time message is nothing less and nothing more than the Word of God       

 revealed for this time. It is nothing added to the Bible, but it is the Holy 
 Scripture revealed by the Holy Spirit.”42    

   A person who accepts Branham's writings as equal to Scripture is also guilty of adding to 
the Scripture, as warned against in Revelation 22:18. Branham's writings are nothing but a
deceptive work of Satan who is seeking to convince people that they are truth. Anyone who
studies the Scripture carefully will immediately recognize the errors in Branham's 
teachings. Unfortunately, Satan has had an extreme impact on gullible individuals who 
blindly accept his errors without question. The followers of Branham have been utterly 
deceived by the cultic influences of their leader.

   Pearry Green, a notable follower of Branham, insists that there is a lack of individual rev-
elation of the Scriptures, and that in Branham's message there is not one contradiction. 
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Anyone who would take the time to read Branham's writings would see contradictions too 
numerous to mention. Unfortunately, Green himself was blind to this deception and did not 
hesitate to say that it was the very word of God. Furthermore, Green believed that Bran-
ham's tapes were the epistles for this day, “spoken not by the will of a man but by a holy 
man under the anointing of the Holy Ghost.”43 A common phrase that Branham used 
throughout his writings and sermons was “thus saith the Lord”. It persuaded 'blind' fol-
lowers to believe that his message was of God, when in reality it was merely promotion of 
errors.
     

   
   Branham had very little education and the grammar in his writings reveals this fact. At 
one point he said, “I don't care about the education” and sought to minimize the 
importance of it. He thereby convinced his followers to remain ignorant, for fear that they 
might discover the truth.44     

   Furthermore, Branham taught that “the Scriptures are hid from the eyes of the wise and 
students.”45

  Branham revealed his underhanded method of interpreting Scripture by 
twisting it to suit his own erroneous ideas.

   The Scriptures declare in II Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to 
God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” In 
other words, the Scriptures exhort us not to be ignorant but to study the Word for our-
selves, so that we might not be misled by false teaching. Furthermore, Paul talked about 
unapproved workers who babble and that one should avoid those kind of people. In II 
Timothy 2:16 he says, “But shun profane and vain babblings, for they will increase to more 
ungodliness.” Then Paul gives a graphic example of false teachers, like Branham, who 
promote their errors everywhere, stating: “And their message will spread like cancer. 
Hymanaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth.” (II 
Timothy 2:17-18a) Branham strayed concerning the truth and has drawn a following after 
him. His followers also have not rightly divided the word of truth as taught in Scripture.

   In Acts 17:11, the Scriptures teach that the Bereans were more alert mentally because 
they searched the Scriptures daily for themselves to find out whether the things that were 
being taught were really true. The Bible says, “These were more fair-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the 
Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.” They did not accept anyone's 
mes-sage if it did not agree with God's Word. Branham's followers are guilty of not 
evaluating their leader in light of Scripture. Consequently, they are victims of deception.

   In claiming that this added revelation is equal to Scripture, Branhamism undermines the 
authority of God's Word. This is an error common to many cults.

PROPHET-MESSENGER OF REV. 10:7

   Based on Revelation 10:7, William Branham claimed to be a prophet-messenger who 
would be a forerunner to the literal second coming of Jesus Christ.46     

L. Vayle, a follower of Branham, believed that:

           “His birth would no doubt be as humble as that of all the other prophets. With-
            out a doubt much of his ministry would be disputed while a part of it would be
            welcomed. All this is true if he will run true to scripture. And if he is the Mes-
            senger he will, of course, run true to Bible pattern. 
              There is such a man in the world today who is absolutely scripturally vindica-
            ted as being the Prophet-Messenger to the Laodicean Age. He has every requi-
            site as set forth in the Word. His ministry is accepted in part, and in part reject-
            ed. His birth, upbringing, education, preaching, teaching, ministering in the 
            Spirit, has every scriptural qualification and he is thus vindicated. That man is
            Rev. William Branham...”47
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   William Branham, so far, has not measured up to the qualifications of a prophet from God 
who runs true to the Bible. Instead he practised fortune-telling before great audiences, only
to fool them into believing that he was a prophet of God. Kurt Koch relates an incident 
where William Branham anxiously sought to demonstrate the fact that he was a prophet:

           “While Branham was holding a campaign in Zurich he called a young man to the
            platform. He then asked the man, 'Do we know each other?' 'No', was the reply.
            Branham went on to say, 'Have you got a letter in your pocket from a young lady?' 
            This time the answer was 'Yes'. 'There is a picture with the letter.' 'That's right.'
            'Will you show me the picture?' The young man pulled it out and Branham held it
            up for all the audience to see. 'Am I not a prophet of God?', he called out. There 
            was an enthusiastic response from the people, together with cries of 'Hallelujah!'
            and 'Praise the Lord!'
              But we ask, is a piece of fortune-telling proof of one's prophetic ability? There   
            should be no confusion here. Fortune-telling, as the Bible points out, is of the 

 devil (Acts 16:16). Prophecy is of the Holy Spirit (Acts 21:11).”48       

   Putting this prophet to the test in the light of Scripture soon reveals that he was not a 
true prophet. Deuteronomy 18:22 teaches, “..when a prophet speaks in the name of the 
LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has 
not spoken.” William Branham was proved to be a false prophet when his prediction that 
the Lord would return in 1977 did not come to pass. Of course by then he had died and did 
not have to face the consequences.

   The explanation that Branham gave concerning the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, 
presumed to be the seven church ages, is as follows: Paul was the first messenger to the 
first church age, which began about 53 A.D. and lasted approximately until 170 A.D., the 
time when the power of God in His church began to taper off. The second messenger, 
Irenaeus, taught the same doctrines as Paul during the Smyrna Age, which lasted from 
about 170 A.D. to the year 312 A.D. Martin was the messenger of the third church age 
which was presumed to have been called Pergamus. This age lasted from just before the 
Nicea Council in 325 until the beginning of the Dark Ages in the year 606. The fourth 
church age was the Thyatira Age, which lasted during the Dark Ages until 1520; the 
messenger was Columba. The fifth church age spanned the years from 1520, the time of 
the Reformation, until 1750, known as the Sardis Age. The presumed messenger was 
Martin Luther. The Philadelphia Age, or Golden Age, whose messenger was John Wesley, 
was the sixth church age, which came in from 1750 A.D. to the turn of the twentieth 
century in 1909. Finally, the seventh church age was the Laodicean Age, beginning in 1906 
and lasting until 1977, when Christ would return and usher in the millennium. William 
Branham claimed to be the messenger to this age.49  

   Without question, Branham sought to propose his ideas concerning Revelation 2-3 by 
stating that the letters to the seven churches were to be interpreted as “church ages”, to 
which conclusion the Scriptures do not allude. Charles Ryrie states that “The 7 churches 
addressed in chapters 2 and 3 were actual churches of John's day. But they also represent 
types of churches in all generations.”50     

   Branham's claim to being the prophet-messenger to the Laodicean Age has been proved 
to be a fallacy. He miscalculated the last church age that he said would end in 1977 at the 
return of Christ, who would then usher in the millennium. He, of course, is not around to 
face up to the fact that he was mistaken and was not a true prophet of God, even though 
deceived followers insist that he was.

   One leader of Branhamism argued that the apostle Paul agreed with Branham's writings, 
by quoting Acts 24:14 which states: “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way 
which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are 
written in the Law and in the Prophets.” This follower of Branham sought to defend the 
writings of the cult by putting the false prophet in the same category as the Old Testament 
prophets. In reality, however, Branham's writings are not in line with Scripture, from 
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Genesis to Revelation. They are basically lies that originated from a man under satanic 
influence, leading many astray and withholding the truth from them.51          

           “God, throughout the history of mankind, has used many ways to speak to men –
           leaders, patriarchs, kings, judges, prophets, dreams and visions. But in these
           last days He has spoken to us most clearly and finally through His dear Son Jesus
           Christ: 'God who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past to the
           fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.' (Hebrews
           1:1,2) There will never be a greater prophet than Christ. Therefore we can safely
           claim that any prophetic ministry in the name of God must agree with Christ's
           teaching as revealed in the Bible. Also it must build up and not divide the Body of
           Christ (the Church). The exaltation and praise of Branham is not of God! The
           apostles, Peter, James, John and Paul all refer to themselves as God's bondser- 
           vants.”52   

   Julius Stadsklev, a follower, wrote about Branham as one whose life and ministry was 
similar to the Old Testament prophets. He was a prophet of God just as Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and the rest of those who were recognized as prophets of God.53      

   The prophets of the Bible, however, were obedient to the Word of God, whereas Branham 
was, without question, an outright opposer of God and His Word. He imposed his own 
imaginations and his ability of fortune-telling, which was strictly condemned by God in 
Leviticus 20:6,27, on people.          

   Jesus warned against the coming of false teachers in Matthew 24:24. “For false christs 
and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect.” The apostle Peter warns the believers about false teachers in II 
Peter 2:2b-3a, saying, “. . .who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Lord who bought them . . . and many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom 
the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive 
words.” II Timothy 4:3-4 also gives the following warning: “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away 
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”

   William Branham did not endure or accept the sound doctrines of the Bible. His easily 
influenced followers were quick to accept what this self-appointed “prophet” so openly 
taught. The fables of William Branham reveal that he was not a prophet of God in any sense
of the term.
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                                                 Chapter Three   

      BRANHAM'S TEACHING VERSUS BIBLICAL TRUTH   

VIEW OF GOD

   William Branham's view of God was certainly not the God of the Bible. He sought to 
reduce the everlasting God to nothing more than a thought. He said that before creation, 
God was not even God because there was no-one to worship Him. Since He did not have 
anyone to worship Him, He was disqualified as being God. Branham stated:

          “What is God? God is a great Eternal. At the beginning, way back before there 
          was a beginning, He wasn't even God. Did you know that? A god is an object of
          worship, and there wasn't nothing to worship Him; He lived alone. And in Him
          was attributes. What is an attribute? A thought.”54     

   This so-called prophet had a very dim view of God as one who had to earn the right to be 
God by creating man.

   The Bible in Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
In this verse and throughout the first chapter of Genesis, the Bible speaks about God 
creating the sun, moon, stars, and animals of the land and sea, and on the sixth day He 
created man. Notice the phrase in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God”. It speaks about God
who before creation was God, not merely a thought. He did not have to earn His deity by 
creating man who would worship Him. God has always been God and always will be, 
whether people worship Him or not. The Bible does not seek to prove that He was God 
because it is assumed by the words, “In the beginning God”.         

   The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 90:2, “Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You
had formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” 
God always has been, is now, and always will be God. Again the Scriptures declare in Psalm
93:2, “Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting.” Notice the last two 
words in this verse: “. . . from everlasting”. “From” refers to eternity past and “everlasting”
means 'always' in the Hebrew language of these particular verses.55 

   When comparing Branham's view of God with the teachings of Scripture, one can only 
conclude that Branham was a dreamer who let his imagination run wild, and that his 
teaching is a direct insult to the living God.

DENIAL OF THE TRINITY

   Concerning the biblical doctrine of the Trinity, William Branham erred by denying this 
fundamental truth. He stated:

          “Today there is a gross error. It is that there are three Gods instead of one. This
          revelation as given to John by Jesus, Himself, corrects that error. It is not that
          there are three Gods, but one God with three offices. There is ONE God with 
          three titles, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost . . .”56              

   It is clear from this statement that Branham did not understand the fundamental truth of 
the Trinity. Trinitarians have never held the viewpoint that there are three Gods. They have
always taught the truth of one God. William Branham was right when he said that there are
not three Gods. There is only one God, but He does have three personalities. He further 
argues:

          “How can three persons be in one God? Not only is there no Bible for it, but it
          shows even a lack of intelligent reasoning. Three distinct persons, though iden-
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          tical substance, make three gods, or language has lost its meaning entirely.”57      

   J. I. Packer states that, “Christianity rests on the doctrine of the trinitas (Latin for trinity),
the three-ness, the tri-personality, of God.”58          

   The word “Trinity” is not found in the Scriptures, but the doctrine of the Trinity is evident
throughout the Bible. In the first chapter of Genesis, before He made man, God uses 
personal pronouns such as “Us” and “Our”. Genesis 1:26 states, “Then God said, 'Let Us 
make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.'” In this one verse, God refers to another 
personality in the Godhead three times. No one would use a personal pronoun such as “Us”
or “Our” unless he was including another individual.

           “Scripture assumes by its whole language and the existence of one God, mani-
           fested in three Persons, a Trinity in Unity. How this can be is to us impossible
           to understand, but the fact remains: 'Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one
           Jehovah.' (Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29) Nothing could be plainer than that.
           At the same time, we see evidence for three Persons in the Godhead: the Fa-
           ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit. In the words of the late Bishop of Durham:
           'Each has His nature, the entire Divine nature, which is quality not quantity: 
           Each is truly God. Each is necessarily and eternally one in Being with the
           Others: there are not three Gods. Each is not the Others: there are three Per-
           sons.' In proof of this we get such texts as II Corinthians 13:14; I Corinthians
           12: 4-6; I Peter 1:2; Revelation 1:4,5 . . .”59          

   Before we go any further, it would be helpful at this point to clarify what is meant by the 
word “person” as used when referring to the Godhead. The writer to the Hebrews when 
speaking concerning Christ's relationship to God sets forth the distinction of Christ's per-
son. “Who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and up-
holding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” (Hebrews 1:3) The word “person” in this 
verse is rendered “substance” in regards to:

           “Christ as 'the very image' of God's 'substance'; here the word has the meaning
           of the real nature of that to which reference is made in contrast to the outward
           manifestation . . . ; it speaks of the Divine essence of God existent and expressed
           in the revelation of His Son. The A.V., 'person' . . . was not so rendered till the
           4th century. Most of the earlier English versions have 'substance'”.60       

   William Branham was in no position to oppose the Trinity, because he did not understand 
what the trinitarians were teaching in the first place. In reality, he used his misunderstand-
ing of the Trinity to discredit the truth as set forth in Scripture.

CONCERNING THE FATHER

   The Father, declares Branham, is not a distinct personality of the Godhead, but merely a 
title. When one observes closely his teaching on the Fatherhood of God, it soon becomes 
evident that Branham contradicted himself several times on this same subject. He mentions
that in eternity past, before there was darkness, light or anything, there was a great super-
natural being, Jehovah God, and that supernatural being was God the Father. The Father 
was there in eternity all by Himself and gave birth to the Son. He continues by saying that 
he could see the Son of God “playing around like a little child, before the Father's door, 
with all Eternity . . .”61 Here he distinguishes the Father as an individual personality of the 
Godhead, and at the same time declares that “Father” is just a title.

           “In the New Testament the appellation Father is used in a specific and person-
           al sense. Christ applies it, first of all, to the relationship in which He Himself
           stood to God. There is every evidence that this relationship is unique and not
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           to be shared by any mere creature. God was His Father by eternal generation,
           expressive of an essential and timeless relationship.”62        

   The Bible makes it very clear that the Father is not just a title, but an individual 
personality of the Godhead. In I Peter 1:3, we see this truth set forth. “Blessed be the God 
and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begot-
ten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”          

CONCERNING THE SON

   Concerning Jesus Christ, William Branham denied His eternal sonship and thereby sought
to make Christ less than He really is. He stated:

           “People talk about Jesus being the Eternal Son of God. Now isn't that a con- 
           tradiction? Whoever heard of a 'Son' being eternal? Sons have beginnings, 
           but that which is eternal never had a beginning. He is the Eternal God 
           (Jehovah) manifested in the flesh.”63     
   
   The Scriptures give clear evidence for the eternal sonship of Christ in John 3:16,17; 
Galatians 4:4; John 8:54-59; Isaiah 9:6. Here He is represented as already the Son of God 
and given to the world.64       

   Branham sought to destroy deity in denying the sonship of Christ by reasoning that:

           “He was CHRIST but He was given a name down here among men. That out-
           ward tabernacle men could see was called Jesus. He was the Lord of Glory, the
           Almighty manifested in flesh. He is God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. He is
           all that. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are just titles . . .”65         

   In Colossians 1, Paul makes reference to the Father and the Son as two distinct 
personalities. In verse 13 he says that the Father “has delivered us from the power of 
darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” Also, in Matthew 
3:16,17, the Scriptures state: “Then Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly, a voice came 
from heaven, saying, 'This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'” These 
references, among others, definitely set forth the plurality of the Godhead while 
maintaining the distinctions between the persons. 

   In Genesis 1:26, the Bible clearly speaks of the plurality in the Godhead. “Then God said, 
'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness . . .'” It is obvious that plural 
personal pronouns are used three times in this passage with reference to God. Again, in 
Genesis 11:7, the Lord said: “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that 
they may not understand one another's speech.”            

   Branham further denied the deity of Jesus Christ by teaching that Jesus was a created 
being:

           “When the Holy Ghost came upon Mary, He created within her womb the cell that
            would multiply and become the body of our Lord. That cell was created. It was the
            Beginning of the Creation of God. That is Who Jesus is.”66   

   In John 1:1,2, the Bible teaches that Jesus was in the beginning with God the Father and 
that He, Himself, was God. However, William Branham sought to explain away this truth. 
After quoting John 1:1,2, he distorted its meaning by saying, “Now, in the beginning was 
the Word. A word is a thought expressed. In the beginning He wasn't even God.”67

   Furthermore, he erred by making Christ a created being who came into existence in 
eternity past, when there was no darkness or light, only God the Father. Then all of a 
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sudden, a little sacred Light began to form which was called “Logos”, and God gave birth to
this Son who was the Word of God.68          

   Branham's teaching concerning Jesus Christ certainly does not come from the Scriptures,
because “Logos” is a Greek word meaning:

           “The Personal Word, a title of the Son of God; this identification is substantiated
           by the statements of doctrine in John 1:1-18, declaring in verses 1 and 2, (1) His
           distinct and superfinite Personality; (2) His relation in the Godhead (pros, with, 
           not mere company, but the most intimate communion); (3) His Deity; in ver. 3, 
           His creative power; in ver. 14, His Incarnation (“became flesh”, expressing His
           voluntary act; not as A.V., “was made”), the reality and totality of His human 
           nature, and His glory “as of the only begotten from the Father. . .”69             

   The Scriptures never once suggest that Jesus Christ was created in eternity past, as 
Branham taught. As long as God the Father has been in existence, from everlasting to 
everlasting (Psalm 90:2), that is how long Christ has been with God and is God. Again, 
Bran-ham let his imagination run wild and tried to convince his followers that his ideas 
were the truth. Before Branham could reject the Scriptural truth of Christ being an 
individual personality in the Trinity, he had to make Christ a created being, which in reality 
is denying the deity of the Lord Jesus. Paul warned against preaching another Jesus, who is 
not the Jesus of the Bible, in II Corinthians 11:4.         

   William Branham stated at one point that: “I'm personally acquainted with four or five 
Jesuses, myself.”70 Accordingly, he seemed to preach another Jesus than the Lord Jesus 
Christ revealed in Scripture. W.E. Vine states:

           “The Son is the eternal object of the Father's love, John 17:24 . . . In address-
           ing the Father in His prayer in John 17, He says, “Thou lovedst Me before the
           foundation of the world.” Accordingly in the timeless past, the Father and the 
           Son existed in that relationship, a relationship of love, as well as of absolute 
           Deity. In this passage the Son gives evidence that there was no more powerful
           plea in the Father's estimation than that co-eternal love existing between the
           Father and Himself.”71             

   The Bible clearly warns that “He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son” (I John 
2:22). This is exactly what William Branham did in all his writings, claiming that “Father” 
and “Son” were just titles instead of individual personalities in the Godhead. Therefore, 
Branhamism is a cult, namely because of the devaluation and distortion of the person and 
work of Christ, as well as the denial of His deity.

   In a question and answer period, someone asked William Branham whether or not he was
Jesus Christ incarnate. He answered: “I am not Jesus Christ; I am His servant. We've went 
through that so many times. But . . . Oh, I'm getting pretty close now; just pray for me, just 
a little bit longer.”72  The self-appointed prophet, William Branham, sought to equate him-
self with Jesus Christ, just as his writings are supposedly equal to Scripture.

CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT

   Another error in Branham's teaching was the denial of the personality of the Holy Spirit. 
He set forth the idea that the Holy Spirit was the “Word-Manifested Thought”73, which is 
definitely contrary to Scripture.

   In John 15:26 Jesus said, “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me”. In this pas-
sage and others similar to it, the Greek text uses personal pronouns in speaking about the 
Holy Spirit.               

                 

   Furthermore, the Scriptures demonstrate the personality of the Holy Spirit by personal 
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acts such as:

   He indwells believers – John 14:26; 16:13
   He teaches believers – John 14:26
   He testifies concerning Christ – John 15:26
   He convicts of sin, righteousness and judgement – John 16:8
   He guides into all truth – John 16:13a
   He hears – John 16:13b
   He speaks – John 16:13c
   He glorifies the Son – John 16:14
   He intercedes for the saints – Romans 8:26

   His personality is also demonstrated by personal characteristics such as:

   He wills – I Corinthians 12:11
   He thinks (“the mind of the Spirit”) - Romans 8:27; John 14:26
   He knows – I Corinthians 2:11
   He loves – Romans 5:5

   In addition the Holy Spirit can be:

   - tempted/tested – Acts 5:9
   - resisted – Acts 7:51
   - grieved – Ephesians 4:30
   - quenched – I Thessalonians 5:19

   The personality of the Holy Spirit is also demonstrated by His personal associations:

   - With God - “The Spirit of our God” - I Corinthians 6:11
                       “The Spirit of God” - Genesis 1:2
   - With Jehovah (the LORD) - “My Spirit” - Genesis 6:3
                                                “The Spirit of the Lord GOD (Jehovah)” - Isaiah 61:1
   - With God the Father - “The Spirit of your Father” - Matthew 10:20
                                         “The Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father” - John 15:26
   - With God the Son - “The Spirit of His Son” - Galatians 4:6
                                   “The Spirit of Jesus Christ” - Philippians 1:19
   - With the Godhead – The baptismal formula – Matthew 28:19
                                      The Corinthian benediction - II Corinthians 13:14
   “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. Amen.”  

   In Acts 5:3, Peter asked, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit?” Anyone should be able to see that it is impossible to lie to a thought. Only a person 
can be lied to. William Branham's teaching on the Holy Spirit as being the “Word- Manifest-
ed Thought” is far from the truth, as clearly set forth in Scripture. When speaking of a per-
son, Charles Hodge explains that “A person is that which, when speaking, says I; when ad-
dressed, is called Thou; and when spoken of is called He, or Him.”75 The Bible leaves no 
room for doubt concerning the personality of the Spirit - “Scripture directly states His 
deity.”76 

 In I Corinthians 2:10, Paul states, “But God has revealed them to us through His 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” “God has revealed 
Himself by names, and a name distinguishes Him from another person.”77           

VIEW OF BAPTISM

   Baptism was another issue that Branham majored on throughout his writings. His biggest
problem was not with those who had never been baptized, but with those who had. He 
taught that a person who was baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost was 
not baptized at all. He stated:
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          “So I believe that the pattern has been laid down. Every person in the Bible
          was baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ. Never one time was anyone ever 
          baptized in the name of the Father, Son, Holy Ghost. See?”78        

   In an interview with a leader of Branhamism, the writer challenged him with the words of 
Jesus in the great commission where the Lord instructs: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). This leader was quick to evade this passage by saying that no one 
in the New Testament was ever baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
But above all, Christ and the apostles were contradicting each other in the Scriptures. This 
same cult leader argued that if Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 “..baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”, and the early apostles baptized in the 
name of Jesus, then we would no longer have the word of God. He insisted that if you are 
baptized into the death, burial and resurrection of Christ without revelation, meaning Bran-
ham's teaching, then it would not do any good. He concluded that there must be something 
wrong with divine revelation, as we know the Bible, and that if I would go to the Scriptures,
I would have to admit it. In other words, he insisted that there was something wrong with 
God's Word apart from Branham's writings.79   

   The idea behind his argument was to justify his deceived notion that Branham was a 
prophet of God, while at the same time destroying deity by denying the doctrine of the 
Trinity as set forth in Scripture.

   Branham further argued his point when he said: “God has many titles: 'Our Righteous-
ness', and 'Our Peace', and 'Ever Present', and 'Father', and 'Son', and 'Holy Ghost'; but He 
has only one human name and that name is Jesus.”80 If Father, Son and Holy Ghost are just 
titles, then Jesus would not have told His disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. However, Jesus did this because there are three distinct persons in the 
Godhead.

   The biggest problem with Branham's attempt to explain baptism was not necessarily 
whether one was baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ or in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The real issue was that Branham sought to do away with the 
doctrine of the Trinity as clearly taught in Scripture. John Murray states, “Baptism signifies
union with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.”81 The apostle Paul wrote in 
Romans 6:4, “Therefore  we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” As one searches the Scriptures, it becomes very evident that the form of 
expression is not crucial, but the truth related to the term “baptism” is important.  

   In speaking of baptism, John Murray stated:

          “We must bear in mind, however, that the formula which our Lord used in the
          institution of this ordinance is more inclusive than that of union with Himself.
          Baptism is into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. It
          means therefore that a relation of union to the three persons of the Godhead is
          thereby signified. This is entirely consonant with the teaching of our Lord else-
          where regarding the union that is established by faith in Him. It is not only union
          with Himself but also with the Father and the Holy Spirit (cf. John 14:16,17,23;
          17:21-23). Consequently, baptism, by the very words of institution, signifies union
          with the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, and this means with the three
          persons of the trinity, both in the unity expressed by their joint possession of the
          one Name and in the richness of the distinctive relationship which each person 
          of the Godhead sustains to the people of God in the economy of the covenant of
          grace.”82        

   Branham and his followers, insisting that no one in the New Testament was ever baptized
into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, completely miss the point. The doctrine of
the Trinity was not in question in the apostolic era. This fact is seen in the salutations (II 
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Thessalonians 1:1,2; I Peter 1:1,2), and benedictions (II Corinthians 13:14) written by the 
apostles. When they baptized, the Trinity was assumed regardless of what form of 
expression they used. The practice of baptizing in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost (Matthew 28:19,20), or in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 8:16; 19:5), or in the 
name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38), and so forth, is not crucial, but the truth related to 
baptism is important – the doctrine of the Trinity. Therefore, any biblical formula of baptism
is acceptable as long as it is kept in mind that baptism relates to the triune God.

   Deity is not to be devalued, and that is precisely what Branham did. The “Jesus” into 
which he baptized was not the Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible. He sought to strip Christ of 
His deity, and thereby was preaching another Jesus, which the apostle Paul condemned.

   Gary Ziehl stated that some have gone so far in following Branham's errors that they 
have even been baptized in the name of William Branham.83 This may have been the result 
of Branham claiming to be almost like Christ, although his teachings revealed the spirit of 
antichrist.

ANNIHILATION OF HELL AND SATAN

   Another doctrine which Branham taught in error was that of man's eternal punishment or
eternal hell, and Satan's eternal punishment. In a question and answer period, someone 
asked Branham whether the lake of fire was eternal. He flatly denied it by saying:

          “No, sir. No, sir. Anything that was created is not Eternal. No, anything that's
          created  . . . That's the reason there cannot be an Eternal hell. If anybody ever
          tells you that you're going to burn in an Eternal hell, I want the Scripture for it.
          There is no such a thing as that. Hell was created for the devil and his angels,
          for the antichrist and his people – that was the devil, the incarnate devil. It was
          created for that to destroy . . . there's only one thing Eternal, and that's God.”84        

   This view is similar to various other cults. For example, the Jehovah's Witnesses are 
similar to Branham in that they distort the Scriptures by denying this truth.

   It is obvious from Branham's statement that he had not accepted what the sacred 
Scriptures said concerning eternal hell. He deliberately set forth his error as truth and 
deceived his followers concerning the reality of the conscious, eternal punishment that 
awaits those who do not know and accept Christ.

   Jesus talked about hell more than anyone else in the Scriptures. In Mark 9:43,44, He 
states: “And if your hand makes you sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands, to go to Hell (Gehenna), into the fire that shall never be 
quenched – where 'their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.'” Jesus, in Mark 
9:43-48, repeats five times that the fire of hell (Gehenna) is unquenchable. He was teaching
the obvious: that punishment in the lake of fire is everlasting. (See Revelation 20:10)   

   William Branham further twisted the Scriptures by reducing Satan's punishment to a 
period of time, saying: “Satan, he awaits his time of eternal annihilation. Now, that shows 
what we believe. We believe that he will absolutely be done completely away and 
annihilated.”85                      

   Although Branham taught that Satan would be absolutely done away with, and Satan may 
someday wish he were, the Scriptures teach the contrary. The Bible states in Revelation 
20:10, “And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night for-
ever and ever.” (cf. 14:11)    
  
   In an interview with a leader of Branhamism, the writer questioned him concerning the 
doctrine of hell as being forever. This leader replied, “We don't know how long forever is.”86

If he would study the Bible instead of following Branham's distortion of Scriptures, he 

William Branham – The Man and His Message – by Carl Dyck 19



would come to the knowledge of the truth. People who teach Branham's errors to others 
are basically blind leaders of the blind, of whom Branham was the chief.  

   The Greek word, “age”, is translated and used in Scripture in a number of ways. How-
ever, when used in Revelation 20:10, this Greek word means “forever” just as it does in 
Revelation 15:7 where it says God “lives forever and ever”. The same Greek word is used. 
Note also by comparing Revelation 20:10; 19:20; and 20:1-9 that the beast and the false 
prophet had already been tormented for a thousand years! The Scriptures clearly set forth 
the truth that hell is an eternal place of torment and that Satan will be cast into the lake of 
fire of which there is no end. Sad to say, cults like Branhamism offer little hope here on 
earth, nor for the hereafter.

ORIGIN OF SIN 

   Concerning sin, Branham taught that sin came as a result of Eve having sex with a 
serpent before Adam had relations with her. He sought to explain it this way:

          “Here is what really happened in the Garden of Eden. The Word says that Eve
          was beguiled by the serpent. She was actually seduced by the serpent. It says in
          Genesis 3:1, 'Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which 
          the Lord God had made'. This beast was so close to a human being (and yet was
          pure animal) that he could reason and talk. He was an upright creature and was
          somewhat in between a chimpanzee and a man, but closer to a man. He was so 
          close to being human that his seed could, and did, mingle with that of the woman
          and cause her to conceive. When this happened, God cursed the serpent.”87      

   The point that he was trying to make was that sin originated from sexual relations be-
tween Eve and the serpent, which is neither biblical nor scientific. It is biologically 
impossible for a woman and a serpent to engage in sex.
                                       

                                   
            

   Branham taught that Cain and Abel were twins born from separate impregnations. He 
stated: “The truth of the matter is that Eve had in her womb TWO sons (twins) from SEP-
ARATE impregnations. She was carrying twins, with Cain's conception sometime previous 
to that of Abel's.”88            

   The Bible says in Genesis 4:1 that Adam impregnated Eve. “Now Adam knew Eve his 
wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, 'I have gotten a man from the LORD'”.      

   William Branham further proceeded to twist Scripture by saying:

          “Now, on this 'hybreeding'. You know, Eve was the mother of 'hybreeding'. She
          misbred the human race . . . But when she had this affair with the serpent, which
          was not a serpent, a reptile . . . The serpent was a man.”89      

   The Bible does not teach that sin originated from sex and especially the kind that Bran-
ham spoke about. The Scripture teaches that the serpent “deceived” Eve. In Genesis 3:13 
Eve said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” In verse 6 when Eve “saw that the tree was
good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” This passage 
refers to eating food that God had commanded them not to eat. This definitely does not re-
fer to perverted sex between Eve and the serpent, since Eve gave “to her husband” and he 
ate also. “Deceive” in Genesis 3:13 means, in the Hebrew language, “to lead astray”, i.e. 
(mentally). Eve was led astray by being tricked in her mind by Satan to give in to the 
temptation to eat the forbidden fruit.      

   Branham, moreover, showed disrespect for God's creative work when he discredited Him 
for creating women. He stated that if God would:

          “..have made the woman in the same original creation, there'd have been no sin,
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          because she couldn't have done it! . . . She is a perversion of the original creation
          . . . Every sin that ever was on the earth was caused by a woman . . . the very low-
          est creature on the earth!”91         

   Furthermore, Branham revealed his bias toward women by putting them in a lower class 
than animals. He taught that there is nothing designed to stoop so low or be so filthy as a 
woman. Not even animals such as dogs, hogs, or birds could be so immoral since they were
of the original creation. The woman, Branham stated, is a by-product because she was 
separated from Adam by a rib and is therefore not of God's original creation.92               

   In direct contrast, the Scriptures make it very clear that the woman is not a lower 
creature than animals, as Branham openly stated, nor is she a lower creation than man. In 
Genesis 1:27, God's Word says, “So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them.” Men and women were created 
equal by God and they were equally susceptible to sin when tempted. Branham, when 
putting women in the lowest class of creation, was directly disputing God who created both
male and female in His own image.

   Sin originated from disobedience to God by Adam and Eve partaking of the fruit which 
God had forbidden and not through perverted sex as Branham taught.

SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

   Much of Branham's time was occupied with future events which have always been a 
prime concern of man. People tend to be curious about the end times and easily attracted 
to someone who seeks to explain it. Many cults in the past have sought to foretell future 
events, especially the return of Christ; Branham was no exception.

   A leader of Branhamism insisted that “It is utterly impossible to have a rapture without a 
prophet.”93

 Therefore, they conclude that Branham was this prophet, and believe whatever 
he said with complete disregard for the Word of God.

   Concerning the second coming of Jesus Christ, the so-called prophet made a prediction 
that “blew with the wind”. On the basis of the visions he presumably saw, he said that the 
Laodicean Age would be be-tween 1906 and 1977. Branham stated the following:

          “The Laodicean Age began around the turn of the Twentieth Century, perhaps 
          1906. How long will it last? As a servant of God who has had multitudes of vis-
          ions, of which NONE has ever failed, let me predict (I did not say prophesy, but
          predict) that this age will end around 1977. If you will pardon a personal note
          here, I base this prediction on seven major continuous visions that came to me 
          one Sunday morning in June, 1933. The Lord Jesus spoke to me and said that the
          coming of the Lord was drawing nigh, but that before He came, seven major    
          events would transpire.”94       

   The most obvious fact and flaw which comes through in Branham's prediction about the 
return of Christ is that he based it on the visions he had, not on the Bible. When the Bible is
no longer one's authority, then almost anything can become that authority. This is a 
violation of God's Word, especially when it contradicts the truth. That is precisely what 
happened with Branham. He became his own authority.

   At one point:

         “Branham told his parishioners that God spoke to him out of a pillar of fire and
          revealed the mystery of Revelation 5-8. This led him to predict future events, 
          including Hitler's rise to power (correct), and the destruction of America by an  
          explosion in 1977 (incorrect).95          
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   In spite of Branham's straightforward claim that none of his visions had ever failed, he 
was proven wrong in two ways. Firstly, by the Scriptures which warn against date-setting; 
secondly, time has revealed the fallacy of Branham's predictions and visions. What he 
taught concerning the second coming is unscriptural, and one must draw conclusions upon 
that basis. This prediction did not come to pass – a sure sign of a false prophet.

   Furthermore, William Branham taught:

          “Based on these seven visions, along with the rapid changes which have swept
          the world in the last fifty years, I PREDICT (I do not prophesy) that these visions
          will have all come to pass by 1977. And though many may feel that this is an
          irresponsible statement in view of the fact that Jesus said that 'no man knoweth 
          the day nor the hour', I still maintain this prediction after thirty years because,
          Jesus did NOT say no man could know the year, month or week in which His 
          coming was to be completed. So I repeat, I sincerely believe and maintain as a 
          private student of the Word, along with Divine inspiration that 1977 ought to 
          terminate the world systems and usher in the millennium.”96           

   Jesus said in Mark 13:32,33, “But of that day and hour no one knows . . . for you do not 
know when the time is.” In the Greek, the word “time” in Mark 13:33 refers to “a while or 
season”.97      

   Practically in any way possible, Branham and his followers have sought to twist the 
Scriptures to suit themselves. The problem, which is common to many cults, is that they 
make Scripture say something that was never the original purpose or meaning. Jesus made 
it very clear that no one ever has or will know the time of His return and that includes 
Branham and his followers.

   In an interview with a leader of this cultic group, the writer challenged him on the 
prediction Branham had made; namely that Christ would return in 1977 and usher in the 
millennium. His immediate response was to deny the prediction that Christ would return in 
1977. Rather, it would be the ushering in of the millennium which Branham had really 
meant. The problem here is that Branham has misled his followers to the extreme. If they 
are faced with the truth, the only alternative that they have left is to lie about Branham's 
errors in defence. Moreover, this same follower of Branham maintained that the procedure 
of the rapture included a lot of truth that was promised in this end time, but not under-
stood. Therefore, one could not make the final preparation unless a prophet would reveal 
the meaning of these truths.98              

   This, of course, is contrary to the biblical teaching because the final and fullest revelation 
was in Jesus Christ as stated in Hebrews 1:1,2. Branham's prediction concerning the return
of Christ in 1977 obviously did not come to pass, and the attempts by his followers to try 
and cover his errors only make it worse. At a later date, this leader of Branhamism phoned 
me and sought to justify the prediction of Christ returning in 1977 by saying that He had 
returned in the Spirit. This, of course, is easy to say but is not scriptural. As previously 
quoted, Branham stated that 1977 ought to terminate the world system. If that was true, 
then Christ would have returned and it would be the beginning of the millennium. So 
basically, today we would be living in the millennium according to Branham, which we 
obviously are not.

   The Bible clearly teaches in Revelation 20:4-7 that during the millennium, Christ will 
reign with His saints here on earth while Satan is bound. The evidence is all around us 
today that Satan is not yet bound. The many cults and their activities in our country, 
including Branhamism, make it obvious that Satan is alive and well, eager to mislead those 
who will fall for his lies.

   William Branham was wrong in his prediction of the time when Christ would return, 
much to the disappointment of his followers. Many cults have made a habit of setting dates 
for the return of Christ. “The Seventh Day Adventists set Christ's return for 1843. The 
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Jehovah's Witnesses set it for 1914; and others have set other dates . . .”99 William Branham
set Christ's return for 1977 and consequently has been proven a liar on the basis of 
Scripture. He disobeyed the scriptural warning about date-setting.

SALVATION
                                    

               
   Concerning salvation, Branham taught that one was saved by accepting Jesus Christ. 
Water baptism, he said, is only “an outward expression to show that something inwardly 
has happened, because water has no virtue; it's just a symbol.”100       

   However, the great question is, which Jesus do they accept? Branham, as mentioned 
earlier, claimed to be personally acquainted with four or five Jesus'. The Jesus that Bran-
ham talked about was definitely not the Jesus Christ of the Bible. When a person denies the
deity of Jesus Christ, there is no true gospel left. It then becomes a deception of the anti-
christ (I John 2:18-23). When Branham started adding to divine revelation, the truth be-
came distorted, and he was guilty of preaching a different gospel in which there is no 
salvation.

   Some Christians who know people in the Branham church naively assume that Branham's
followers are Christians because they profess Jesus as Saviour. In reality, they are accept-
ing a different gospel, another Jesus, and a different spirit. Furthermore, Paul warns us in 
Galatians 1:8, “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you 
than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” For emphasis, he repeats this 
warning in verse 9. This is strong language, but the Bible leaves no room for doubt that 
Branham and his message must be accursed. William Branham fits this description perfect-
ly because his teachings oppose Scripture rather than support it. His teachings clearly re-
veal a distorted message.

          “Most of his literature is aimed not at sinners to be saved, but at those who are
          already saved. He tries to convince them that they have not been properly baptized
          that their belief in the trinity is wrong, that the unsaved are literally children
          descended from the serpent, and that the churches are evil. 
            Does this kind of teaching build up Christians to maturity? Does it bring the fruit 
          of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness? Or does his teaching bring division
          strife and enmity – works of the flesh, according to Galatians 5?”101         

   Time and time again, Branham sought to run down mainline churches and spoke out 
against various denominations.102 The error in this is that once you segregate from one 
body and form another, you again become a “denomination”. This further divides the 
churches, which Branham so eagerly set out to do. His followers are quick to assert that 
they are not a denomination because they do not want to be identified with Christian 
churches. They set themselves up as distinct individuals who claim to have the truth.

   What cults like Branhamism and Armstrongism have in common is that they have sought 
to defend their cultic teaching by running down other churches. Christian churches have 
long dismissed Branham and Armstrong as cultic leaders whose teachings are obviously in 
error according to Scripture.

   The message of William Branham offered no salvation when he taught it, and still offers 
no hope to those who follow his writings. He is a deceiver of many in the spirit of antichrist.
The Scripture states in I John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 
Furthermore, in verse 3, it says, “And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” This passage is a precise description 
of Branham's ministry, namely that of a false prophet who denied the truth. He rested 
completely on his experiences, voices and so-called visions, at the expense of Scripture, 
without testing the spirits to see whether they were of God. The Bible warns that one must 
be aware of false prophets like Branham.  
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                                                           Chapter Four

                   PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS 

   Here are some observations from my personal encounters with the followers of Branham,
and those who have at one point or another had something to do with Branhamism. By that 
I mean individuals who have been graciously spared from this deception, but have observed
what was going on from the inside.

   As far as growth of this group is concerned, it is gradual among their established church-
es. The growth in Canada is comparatively slower than in the United States. Branhamism is
not spreading as rapidly or widely as some other cults. Most of their outreach is done on a 
one-to-one basis. They are more than eager to give tapes by Branham and books of his 
writings to anyone interested. Many people are drawn to this cult because they operate on 
a personal level. Certain individuals have been attracted to this group because they were 
lonely, searching, and found an atmosphere of warmth and love which they had never 
experienced before. On the other hand, some have seen beyond their schemes and have 
been graciously spared of deception. The attitude of Branham's followers toward people 
outside of the church is very friendly and helpful. This is seen in their deeds, such as 
handing out money to people in need, especially if they feel there is a chance of winning 
them over to their church. Their warmth, vitality and promises of power and miracles are 
other reasons for growth. The fact of Branham's claim to be able to predict future events 
catches the interest of many.

   A number of people have been drawn into this group through marriage to someone 
already involved in Branhamism. Young people, especially girls, have gotten married to fol-
lowers of Branham, not realizing that sooner or later they would have to submit to that 
deception. To my knowledge, once they have been married for a while, the in-laws take 
them aside and pressure them to accept the heresies that Branham promoted as gospel 
truth. The people are really brainwashed.

   Others who become involved may have had religious upbringing, but are not necessarily 
Christians. These people are very gullible to the errors in Branhamism because they have 
never come to an understanding of the truth. Christians who are drawn into this cult 
through marriage and follow Branham's distortions are mixed-up Christians, trapped in 
Satan's snare with possible hope of recovery.103     
    
   The followers of Branham appear to be very moral, especially in their outward appear-
ance. Most of their salvation is based on good works, as some have testified. People find 
that easier to follow than to actually trust God by faith, accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. The followers of Branham would readily assert that they believe in Jesus for 
salvation, but the question is, which Jesus? As analyzed earlier, in the light of Scripture, 
Bran-ham was preaching another Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel which Paul,
the apostle, condemned (II Corinthians 11:4; Galatians 1:8,9). A person who does not know 
Jesus Christ will never find Him personally in Branham's teaching. Gary Ziehl states that 
“when a person receives the spirit of Branham, you receive the spirit of antichrist”.104 
Branham's followers pride themselves in their outward moral standards such as appear-
ance and abstinence, but that does not make up for the wickedness of the heart. The need 
is in their spiritual condition.

   Those who have come out of this group give solemn evidence of the devastating effect 
that Branhamism had on them, both emotionally and psychologically. In fact, the followers 
of Branham pray that evil will come upon people who leave their church so that they will 
come back. Women who did not conform to their standards are looked down upon and 
viewed as descendants of Cain, and supposedly were conceived through the serpent. One 
such woman testified of her experience with the group by stating that her home life 
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especially was horrible. She continued, “I was not allowed to have a mind of my own. I had 
to really work hard and was told what to wear. The only time I was shown affection was in 
the bedroom. I was terribly criticized and laughed at. I felt like a real floor mat.”

   This is, in fact, a precise picture of how Branham viewed women, because at one point he
said that women were created lower than animals. Many of the sermons preached are 
about the sins of women, and women are really run down in these sermons, as some have 
observed. The tragedy is that some of his followers have treated their wives as such, 
especially when they did not submit to the deception that Branham proposed. They do not 
want their wives to be attractive because it might cause men to lust after them. Unfortun-
ately, men who want their wives to be unattractive find them unattractive themselves and 
deliberately lust after those who are attractive. I personally have seen this occur among 
Branham's followers.    

   While I was preparing this material, I received a phone call from a leader of Branhamism 
who appeared to be extremely disturbed that this information was being published. He 
suggested that I should not do it, because if I did, I would not make it to the rapture. The 
motive behind his call was quite clear, in that he obviously felt threatened. Furthermore, he
mentioned that recently someone who had rejected Branham's “message” had been killed. I
asked him how that applied to me, and his answer was, “I'm just warning you”. He used 
this phrase repeatedly throughout the call.

   Satan will always seek to oppose the work of God and seek to use deceived human beings
to do so, even through the use of personal threats. I would be doing you a great injustice to
withhold the truth about William Branham's “message” as compared to Scripture.

   This Branham leader, at one point, was quick to say that he encouraged his people to 
read the Bible, but inside information reveals that they seldom do. They regularly read 
Branham's books and listen to his tapes. The Bible that the leader was talking about 
probably was not the divine Scriptures, but rather Branham's teachings, since they are 
considered equal to Scripture. He also asserted that even though it is impossible for a 
fundamentalist to accept it, he maintains that Branham's writings are the word of God. A 
true Christian would not want to accept Branham's writings as equal to Scripture because 
they distort and deny the truth revealed in the Bible. The followers of Branham have been 
strangely deceived into believing the lies of Satan.

   After the death of William Branham, many of his followers expected him to rise, not only 
days or months after, but even years later. In fact, his wife claims that she has seen him 
walking around.

   I have observed from a particular Branham group that they have a two-hour service in 
their church with no Sunday School. The reason for this is possibly because some teachers 
might teach fundamental scriptural truths which would contradict their errors. William 
Branham taught that Sunday School was a “Methodist Dogma” in which people believed 
something besides what God said. He insisted that people were relying on man-made 
theology and that Sunday School was not spoken of in the Bible.105       

   This kind of reasoning accounts for the method he used in brainwashing the whole family 
as a unit, thereby controlling their thinking with his own ideas instead of Scripture.

   In their worship services, there is a lot of singing. As someone has well stated, they really
drum the message into the people with loud music and a fear-inducing sermon. It is very 
loud along with “Praise the Lord”, “Hallelujah” and “Amen”. One person testified that it 
makes an individual really scared, to the point of leaving the service, because of feeling the
presence of demonic spirits. Before the service, however, it is very quiet with no whispering
going on.

   As a rule, the Branham followers do not associate with any Christian functions in the 
community because they claim to be the only true believers. Like many other cults, they 
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claim exclusive ownership of the truth.

   One leader of Branhamism tried to convince me of Branham's “message” by asserting 
“..don't try to figure it out; just pray earnestly to God and if God has seen for you to receive 
it, you will see it. Just your outward struggling won't bring it to pass”.

   Fortunately, God has spared me from this deception by revealing the truth about William 
Branham in the light of Scripture. The Scriptures are my sole authority in testing whether a
person's message is from God, and, unfortunately, Branham's message does not line up 
with divine revelation. His followers have apparently forgotten that truth is measured by 
God's Word and not by what a false prophet says. The Bible says in John 17:17, “Sanctify 
them by Your truth. Your word is truth”.        

   Branham's followers are very sincere, but they are sincerely wrong. The Mormons and 
Jehovah's Witnesses are sincere, too, but that does not mean they have the truth. The 
Scriptures must be our guide to Christian living, not sincerity or the message of a man who
contradicts and denies the Word of God. The Branham message is in error and completely 
disregards the Word of God.

CONCLUSION

   In conclusion, I have seriously and objectively examined thousands of pages of Branham's
writings, and have concluded that one could easily be led astray if a person does not have a
sound biblical foundation. I have searched the Scriptures while studying the writings of 
Branham and it has only confirmed my faith in God's Word more than ever before.

   In studying Branham's writings, or any cult, for that matter, one must always use 
Scripture as the sole authority.

   Martin Luther, John Wesley and other men of God who have played a significant role in 
the history of the Church, have never claimed to be prophets of God, nor did they conclude 
that their writings were equal to Scripture. Their writings were not centred around them-
selves and they did not deliberately distort the Scriptures or devalue the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, as Branham so openly did.

   William Branham was in error in his teaching on the Bible. Not only did he distort divine 
revelation, but he also added to it. His writings are in no way consistent with Scripture; he 
contradicted God's Word to the extreme. Instead of turning the hearts of the fathers to the 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, Branhamism rather has caused 
division in the home.

   No religious group who deviates from scriptural truth wants to be viewed as a cult, and 
one can hardly blame them. Naturally, no one wants to be in the wrong. However, their 
errors are soon revealed in the light of God's Word. Branhamism must be classified as a 
cult because of its view of the triune God, its devaluation of the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, its claims to added revelation or extra-biblical authority as equal to Scripture, and 
their claim to being the only people who have the truth.

   Today, there are many false teachers in the world who claim to have a new message that 
has never been revealed before. A person must be careful not to be led astray by their un-
biblical doctrines. Regardless of who the preacher is or how dynamic he might be, we are 
left with no option but to compare his teachings with Scripture.

   Here are a number of things to look for in evaluating a movement or false cult against 
standard, orthodox Christianity:

   1. Their view of the Bible as an authoritative source. Do they claim extra-biblical 
revelation – outside of the Bible?
   2. Their view of human nature and sin.
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   3. Their view of the person and work of Jesus Christ. Do they deny His deity, humanity, or 
saviourhood?
   4. What is their teaching of the triune Godhead, including both the personality and deity 
of the Holy Spirit?
   5. Their view of the nature and function of the Church.
   6. Their claim to being the only true people of God.
   7. Their claim to a key role in God's plan for this age.106

   The Bible says that when Paul and Silas preached at Berea, the hearers “searched the 
Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). We are to be alert 
for false prophets who come in the name of the Lord, using Christian words and phrases in 
order to cover up their errors and draw people to their group. Jesus said, “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves” 
(Matthew 7:15). This is a precise description of William Branham's life and ministry. 
William Branham offered an extremely dim and deceptive “message” in the light of truth.

   Any negative connotations directed at Branham or his followers are not meant to 
condemn them personally, but to expose their teachings in the light of Scripture.

A WORD FROM THE PUBLISHER       

   It is possible, dear friend, that you are not a Christian – that the Lord Jesus Christ does 
not live in your heart and life. The Bible says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every 
one, to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6a). Besides the fact that we are sinners, we are faced with 
judgement AFTER death! “There will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the
unjust” (Acts 24:15b). “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgement” 
(Hebrews 9:27). “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of 
fire” (Revelation 20:15). This is the terrible future of the person without Jesus Christ!

   But there is GOOD news! “The Lord . . . is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9). “For God so loved the 
world (that is, you) that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). “But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” 
(John 1:12). These verses suggest that you should repent of your sin, believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and receive Him. In Romans 6:23 the Bible describes eternal life as “...the gift
of God . . . in Christ Jesus our Lord”. A gift  must be received. Why not receive the Lord 
Jesus right now? Here is a simple prayer that will help you to talk to God:

          “Dear Lord Jesus. Thank you for dying on the cross in my place, and for taking
          my punishment upon Yourself. I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I ask You now 
          to come into my heart and life and to make me a new person. I give myself com-  
          pletely to You. Thank You for forgiving my sins. Thank You for saving me and for
          filling me with Your Holy Spirit. Teach me how to live for You. Amen.”

   As a new Christian, begin to read the Bible every day, starting with the New Testament 
(Matthew, Mark, etc.). Talk to your Heavenly Father about everything. Trust Him to work in
your life. Fellowship with other Christians in a local church where the Lord Jesus Christ is 
truly worshipped and the Bible is taught as the Word of God. As a Christian, you will have 
difficult times because of the attractive things in the world, Satan and his cohorts, and the 
aftereffects of your old, pre-Christian life. Focus your attention upon the Lord Jesus. Love 
Him supremely. If you should fail and sin, immediately confess that sin (See I John 1:9), and
enjoy God's immediate forgiveness and cleansing. Submit yourself daily to the LORD'S 
WILL. Resist Satan and he will flee from you. Count upon the fact that your old, sinful 
nature was put to death with Christ and therefore you DO NOT HAVE TO SIN. Instead, put 
yourself at God's disposal – for His use; for the constant filling of the Holy Spirit.
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   For Further Help

If you are not able to find any evangelical church, nor any Christians who can encourage 
and help you, we invite you to reach out to Impact Canada Ministries Inc. (formerly 
Western Tract Mission Inc.) in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, to enquire about helpful 
literature we may be able to send you to help you grow as a Christian.

Use the contact form on http://westerntractmission.org/C/reach-form.php  for your initial 
contact with us before we begin correspondence.

We can also recommend both online and off-line Bible courses that could be very helpful to 
you. Be sure to give us your name and email address. (Your mailing address, also – in case 
we want to mail some literature to you.)

Even if you only wish to notify us of your response and feedback on reading this book, 
especially if you have chosen to receive Christ as your personal Saviour, there are a few of 
us prepared to add you to our regular prayer list. If you wish, we can keep in touch, to see 
how you come along. Again, use the above contact form on our website for your initial con-
tact with us.
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